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Purpose of the Class

The purpose of this class is to help students gain the experience that is needed to work with young children.  The United States Chamber of Commerce has reported that early child care will be one of the fastest growing benefits provided by companies in the future years.  There is also a strong need for teachers in the preschool and elementary levels in our country.  This course will allow the students to be exposed to an educational setting for preschool-aged children and test their desire to become teachers.

We are happy that you have allowed us the opportunity to work with you child and learn from them.





Articulation Agreement

Every student that is enrolled in this class has the opportunity to earn 3 college credits in early childhood development.  We have established an articulation agreement with South Suburban College.  Students that earn an A or B have the opportunity to pass one of the required courses.

Students in this program are excited about this agreement.  As you can see, our students must work very hard in this class in order to have this agreement honored.

Roll Call

When all the children are here in the classroom, we begin our official day with roll call.  We use the Weather Bear so children can discuss what the weather is like outside, the types of clothes needed.  They learn the days of the week, numbers, various stories, colors, shapes and songs.  The entire class participates in this group lesson.  This is a fun time for the children.

Lesson Plans

This class requires that the teachers make daily lesson plans.  The lesson plans center around the following developmental areas: physical, emotional, social and intellectual.  The teacher must identify the need on the lesson plan sheet before the lesson can be presented.

All lesson plans will be collected and graded by Mr. Furstenau.  If parents would like to view the lesson plans, please contact Mr. Furstenau for a general or specific lesson plan.
Calendar

A normal week of preschool consists of having preschool on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.  There will be weeks when the three days will fall on other days (i.e.: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday).  The preschool website has the days when we will have preschool.  It is divided by the months.  A copy of the calendar is included in this packet.
You will be notified through a parent newsletter from Mr. Furstenau of days when there will not be any school.

Please check your child’s backpack for newsletters or notes from Mr. Furstenau or the preschool teachers.

Please notify Mr. Furstenau when your child will be absent.

Discipline

We hope that all children will obey the rules and never have to be disciplined.  If students have to be disciplined, we will use the time out chair.  The children can only stay in this chair for two minutes.  Parents will be notified of serious problems that are associated with their child.

We explain and demonstrate to the children why the time chair is needed.

How We Teach

The class is organized by groups.  Our class is made up of three groups.  Each group consists of six or seven students.  The first group will teach the children.  This means the teachers will be on the floor to teach the children.  Each student in the group will have his/her lesson plan.  There will be four to five stations plus story time and group activity.  Children will go through these stations for their daily learning.  The second group will be used as helpers to assist anywhere they are needed.  The third group is preparing for the following week of preschool.


Homework and Individualized Instruction

Our program consists of students from age’s three to five.  In order to meet the needs of each child, we will assign each child with one of our teachers.  Each teacher will make an assessment of the needs of each child that has been assigned to him/her.  The teacher will provide materials needed for your child to teach to his/her potential.  Your child will be able to work on the computer and perform various activities that have been created by his/her teacher.

Ten minutes each day will be given for individualized instruction.

Safety

It is very important to our Childcare program that your child is safe.  You must drop off your child in the front of the high school (semi-circle).  Our program will begin at 10:15 a.m. until 12:00 a.m.  Our students will meet your child with their specialized preschool shirt on.  Please do not allow your child to go with any student if they do not have the preschool shirt on from this class.  You will also receive a big sign with your child’s name on it.  We ask that you display this sign in your front window.  It will help us recognize your car and drop the child off in the correct vehicle.
If you cannot pick up your child, please call Mr. Furstenau at (708) 687- 0500 ext. 3673 or write a note.  Please let him know who will pick up your child.  That person must have the child’s car sign.

If your child has an accident, he/she will be able to go to the school nurse.

We will notify you if your child is ill.

Message for Parents

We are very happy to see that so many students have joined our program.  We would like to assure you that the year ahead will be filled with learning and fun. Today we will go over our policies, procedures and expectations of our program.  Our child care teachers will assure you that your child will have a wonderful year with all of the new and exciting activities we have planned.  Thank you.

Oak Forest Child Care Program

Supplies

· Small box of #2 pencils

· Package of markers

· Small box of crayons

· 1 box of Kleenex

· 1 roll of paper towels

· Backpack

· Change of clothes in a box labeled with your child’s name on it including socks, underclothes, and a complete set of clothes.
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